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OHN Rogerson wat still in bed
when the call came yesterday
I ‘The head of the Austea-
lMan Drug Foundatipn quickly
4 realised his Sunday sleep-in
would hawo 1o wait. Om the phone
ras Senator Fan WMclucas — par-
llamentary secretary for health fn the Hudd
Govemunent. The news she delivered canghe
Rogerson, and the afcohol industry, by
S ige..Taves om pre-mixed splrits o “alco-
pops” woold be raised by 7035 — effective
1mmedintel

ty.

‘The devastaiing toll of youth alcchol
abiise would he coetailed by ratsing the price
of drinks. popular with ieenagers. Binge

inking, and the Industry accused of
enoounging it, had heen dealt alethal blow.

For Rogerson, the pesonal call from the
hzant of Gevermment anarked a fundamentsl
shife in the balance of power. Mclxcas' gn:
decessor, Christopher Pyne, bad held
‘manfhly mees with the atcohal industey.
B Rogerson, like many in a secior predict-
inga binge- drinking disaster, struggled o get

an Appoiltment.
- Now they ate belng heard — and Aus-

Eralia’s booze-soaked cultuse 1t being chal
lenged at the highiest Jevel. Tough measures
Tang, called for by healih experts are becom-
ing policy, Kevin Rudd's atest bombsfel]
Copaes just after he apnenvced a §53
‘million staregy to fackle slcohol abuse,

Theméssage to the Engdusiry is clear — the
Pariy’s over.

“Wo've been waiting along time fok this.
It's the start of redressing the batance and
making some significant invoads # chan;
in pur conrunity and re

the harm caused by aloohel mbmse, says
Nogerson.

“The sliock decision In rise faxes on alco-
pops — annomnced at midnight on Satuxday
~—closes = loophinle vpened by the Howard
government when GST' wws infrodueed In
2000, The taxakien system for mmixed
spirits was changed o atwact a lower mate
than oz patent sfzndard spirits. Thes, fax
on 3 §5% stogth can of bawrben and cola
would mirmr that untageai;lafbeer of slmilax

niency, It seemed a toy and fust systemn.
F Bk the induskry 17as quick io it the
Ioophole. Fhe market was flonded viith
“smper-sEngth” 7% wnd 9% pioducts, con-
‘aining two or thiee standard drinks in ooz
Can or bottle, With lmy taxes keeping prices
doum, the drinks aftected those on hoited
budgets, quickly becoming the ligg:al‘e of
clinica Jora gexeralion of prung deirikers.

In feur years the numher of lemale drink-
ers aged 15 ko 17 eonsnming peady-to-drizk
Beverages (RTD) shol frirmi 1% t0 60%. And
those who drank ¥iem wera mast at risk of

alcohol-related herm. In 2004 among 14 to
18-yeav-olds who deank at dangerous Jevels,
78% of glls and 74% of Hoys preferred
alcopeps over any other drink.

The indusitry malnfzins thet 80% of tha
RID market is poung men over 25 who drink
splrits-based cola drinks, But an alcohol
maketng Insifer recenlly sonfessed to Tha
Agz thak companies were defiborately making
strongér, sweetened drnks to appes] to
Young peapls who "like (0 get drunk Faster.””

In the pagt four years alome there fas-
been a 36% Merease in sales of RTDs -2
boum that those in tie industey fear will now
com i an ebrupt halt. As the tax on alte 6f
s alcohol fumps fom $33 = Eie 4 $67;
the consuier can gxpect o pay up to
more per battle or can. =

Ths new volumet:ic system — whare
spirite-tiased products are taxed according to
aleaholie volume — means super- st
products could-become too expensive, for
inost drinkers. Indeed, |tst weeks ago thee
mijor brewerdes sniffed the wing, scrpping

roducts with more than, 7% aleohol, in a
clslon seen by many os 2 defonzive move
to fend off a governinent crackdmva,

But Health Mlnister Nicala Razon s not
altafd to tzke on an fodnstry that donates
Inore than $7 million a year to political
Pparties and contributes 2.5% of Ansiraka’s
Eross dorestic product.

Roxon tol. 712 Age the Howard Govern-
ment’s decigion to nge taxation on pre-

» Blied spirits was a “mistake" that led ig &
dse in, danimzu: youth hinge drinking, For
« Bopon, the business interests-of the industrys
a1e_“not wally a factor” svhen it com:
health policy decisions. .

Ay

1T Indk at the vievs that dther feopls put »
farwerd In the combmnity, But Freally d
thirik that" oltiniyfely thar’s akey con
atipn for deing something wherd there's dear
~eiltencs that we might b abie-1o protect
Young people,” she sald, -
For these whe see the first-hand effects of

on “evidence-hased polcy' s a welcome
change. When Christopher Bynewas Tespan-
sible for diug and aleohol issues he consist-
eatly denied that alcohol cansed more harm
than Hiclt drugs, despite ovenvhelming
evidenca tn the conmary, inclus a death
rate of theee ta one. ing
Hut vill raising the cost of one range of *

aleaholie produrts really educe youth hinge
ddnking?

Accordlng ¢o the Distilled Spirits Indus!
Caounell, s 2 policy destim Bd'agi'{al ‘Hlltgg
tax Is going 1o ¢ s retwin 12=nagers to what
they ‘E:;fheﬁxm 2000, which: is beer and
‘wine and wine-Based. mbxad Hrinks,"” says
spokesman Stsphen Rider. T

*The $2 billion expacted to be ralsed:anmu-
‘ally by ks tax hike will be poured hack fila
preveilive healih. But spitits producers say

they e an easy tamget for 4 Government °

Irying to ralse revenne amid an economic
dovnturn, “TEthay wanted to rafse money for
heali: prevention vy nof go for a tax that

i dun’t'thlnirhll.sillegsinteresiéaréa B
Feictor when we're making a deélsian
abiout health outcomes. . , that's-

-nat ultimatelya key consideration far

doing sumething wliere {liere's elear
evldence {hat we might be able fo
prefect young peaple,?

Ricola Roren, federal Health Mnlster

&IF they wanted Eo rafge money for
Teilth prevention, why et go.fora tax
1hiit applies acrass all forms of ateehol
helmv 10%2 But that woulda't fiave been
neafly as politieally popular becavse it
viould nethave touched the hot kutton
of youth hinge drinking.

Slegheri Biden, Distiled Splrls fidustry
Coonil of AuslralTa

iTh ey are publicly recugﬁlslngihai
alcalial Is our higgest drug problem,

. vhich is samething the previaus

Eoversment never did. We've never heard
ajrime minister talking ahou aleohol in
this way — it's a fundamental shift in
policy ground. ¥ .
DaniSmeaten, Alcohul Edocatlon and
Rehalilitallon Foumdation

S i

applles ecross all forms of alcohol befour 108,
but that wouldn’t have been nearly as politi-
cally popular hecause it woudd nat have N
touched the hat button of youth binge drink-
ing" says Hklen. 3 .

A sharp ite in alcahol-felaled violsnce
has reised public cantern ahowt Binge drink-
ing and wew figures mleased yestorday show
thexg Is growing suppurt far tough policies ta
change the culture. The National Drug
Houscheld, survey sbiwed ons in thres'Aus-
trolians want a reduetion in leansed venues
whils cne In four backed, mice hike for
aleohol. Buf the toughest pollsles — fhose
‘picven. to be the mast effective — could bo
political suiclde. Applying a vahirnelric fax to -

all dlcohol products would crzase the price_
of pafent cask vine, popular with problem.

5 but coul o decimate the
‘Wwinemaking industry,

D Smeaton, chief exerutive of the
Aloghol Edueation and Rehabilitation Foun-
datior, fears the Government vigu't tako that
il "M than 65% of MP§ havo a vineyard
1a thelr cleciprage. A volumeiric ta on wine
would have a mafor oeonomic.impact o
those growers and I'm sure that weuld be
takenvery sedously by govarnment:

Reocon says there are go immediats flans
to introduce a volumeiric tax across the
board, bt these in the alcahol and dnigs
Sector ars “quistly eptimistle” For Doxot,
Auy measuze that will stop young peag}l:
drinking themsalves o an sary frave, will
considered. “When you've ol nedry 20,000
kids, girs 15 and under, who are drinking
every siugle wesk Lhen this Is a huge piob-
1em, but if we att nov we may be able 1a e
itaround.” 3 e
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