Rudd unveils his 2020
vision, as ideas flow in
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ALL Australian parents would
have access 1o lew-cost child
care and welfare services under a
proposal Kevin Rudd will take to
his 2029 ideas summit

Days before the swnmit
begins, the Prime Minister has
outlined a vision for universal
access to anetworkof one stop™
child-care centres.

The centres would provide a
broad mix of maternal and child
kealth services, including feed-
ing advice and vaccinations, long
day care, preschool education
and support for parents

Addressing the Sydney Insti-
te2te last night, Mr Rudd said his
plan wonld need partnerships
between. various levels of gov-
ernment, as well as private and
commanity service providers.

Access 1o the centres would
be universal but not compulsory,
and they would be underpinned
by strengthened national quality
stdndards, Mr Rudd said.

He révealed the plan as 16
of the nation’s “best and brigh-
test” people prepared to descend
‘on Canberra this weekend for
the 2020 idess summit. .

Ahead of their arrival, the
Governiment released details of
more than 8000 _submissions to
the summit friom groups and
individuals — including a stark
warning from a leading econom-
ist of & slowdown.

A survey designed (o provide
a snapshot of the nation’s mood
and priotities heading into the
summit was also Teleased, with
respondents expressing strong
optimisie aboul where Austzalia
is going,

Among the key findings in the
survey by the Australian Natioral
University was that voters want
more spent on health and edu-
cation, and that ¢he environment
is now seen as the most pressing
palitical priority of our time.

The survey aiso showed =2
nation with confidence in many
of its institutions — including
the Federal Government which,
despite losing the trust over its
handling of health and housing,
has convinced many voters ‘that
it shoueld tzke more powers from
the states

‘The confidence of voters is in
comtrast o the cynicism about
institutions in many other
pations, and may explain why
Australians support high levels of
govemnment spending by inter-
national standards

Stikingly, thie pelling found a
huge level of optimism about
whether thé country is on the
right track under Mr Rudd. Three
in four Australians think it is —
while the trend in the United
States and Britain Is the oppasite.

And after years of dronght
and crippling water shortages,
conecemn for the environment Lias
slyrocketed back into the Austra-
lian psyehe, outstripping every

other issue except economic
management

“The environment has really
leaped out of the woadwork —
we care much more about the
environment now than we did
util quite recently "’ said ANU
econormist Andrew Leigh.

. But low-income households
were less interested in green
issues than in having better
bealth care

While most people want more
spent on health and educatios,
they do not want extta money for
cuelture, weifare and defence

Despite that” finding on
defence, the military ranked
more highty than other insti-
txtgons. having the confidence of
32% of the population. Others 10
fare well included universities
(24%) and the police (22%),
while those that rated poorly
wete banks (6%), unions (7%)
and the public scrvice (7%).

Among more than 8000 sub-
missions posted from groups
and individuals on the 2020
Summit website Jast night. lead-
ing economist Fred Argy warns
the Radd Government ta prepare
“for the strong possibiiity of an
econgmic slowdown over the
next five-year period '

The former ambassador to
the OECD says the Gavernument,
in preparing for an econcmic
slowdown, should invest surply-
ses in an investment fund to
“draw on at short notice'*

The National Library of Aus-
tralia in its submission, warns
that unless the Government
develops policies to make sure
key records are preserved in digi-
tat form, Australians will look
back on the cu.rtem petied as a
“digital dark age”

And lead_mg charity the Smith
Family says Austmlia must take
steps to address social exclusion
and to improve the quality of
education, “Today, the achisve-
mems of our students are
persistently undermined by
disparities between boys and
girls, indigenous and nen-
indigenous  students. and
schoals in rural and wrhan as
well as low and high socio-

economic settings, it says
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THE 2020 sutnmit has Kevin (of
coursel) and a minor celebrity
support cast of Cate and Jamie
and Hugh and Lachlan

And courtesy of the miracle
that is modern Augtralian
democracy it also has Calyp-
torhynichus and Karenp6 and
RAW and Skutch and
40-something-female and
Banana Republic: I think Not
and Wmndguy.

Yes, these hitherto unfamous
{extralordinary persons will al]
be in Canberra this weekend
o atleast in spicit, or virtual
realily or cyberspace or some-
where These and many more

like them, have taken the time
and frouble to send in 6762
contributions te the summit

Government officials sav
3612 individuals made sub-
missions, but some made
multiple submissions across the
19 separate forwms (brilliant),
biinging the grand total to more
than 8008

Publc servaris have already
assessed this mountaln of con-
tributions and a week ago sent
an overview to the official sum-
miteers, drawing together ‘the
major thernes”™ This wowd be
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challenging indeed, given the
startling breadth of 2620 vision
laid bare before them.

In an exaanple of the Fresh
Thiniing promoted vociferously
by Kevin Rudd during last
vear's election campaign. Adolf
Momberger suggests dammmg
10 rivers in Papua New Guinea
and expor{ing the hydro-
eleciricify to Australia

"l am amazed that [ have
been omitted from 2020 since [
am the only one who has a sol-
ution to the global warming *
he writes.

Skutch writes: [ have a plan
that constitutes two words and
if these two words were a patt
of Australian belief then we
would revere Farth as Aus-
tralia’s Highest process That

indguys have t

plan has staried by the formula
¥ &y = ONE and that is man +
Woman = ife and Kevin Rudd
+ Julia Gitard, (sic} := Truth"
Magnificent!

Windguy writes: ‘1 believe
there {s three things, if made
free, will help create endless
productivity within a nation
Those three things are free
enctgy, free cummmmzunn and
free transport {fuel).” (We're
with you, Windguy) !

In possibly the most novel
idea since former tourism min-
jsier Fran Bailey suggested
erecting a shade cloth over the
Great Bartier Reef to stop caral
bleaching, Dopefish Enterprises
supgests: ‘ We should build a
veranda extension covering the
wiole gast coast "

heir sa ay

Fram the sweet folks inn
Year & Ashfield Public School:

"T thirk that to help any over-
grown city or towa we could
divide that city or town inxo
multipat (sic) parts and give
each part there (sic) own gover-
ment {sic) system or we cpuld
even make severa countries as
well as connect thein 1 the
Federal and state system "

And closer 1 home for
Melbuzpians, as patt of her
submission on the future of the
Australian economy, Carly sug-
gests: “Get school kids ro paint
minzls on the conerete walls of
Southern Cross station in Mel-
bowme ft'd be a hit daggy, but
a good symbiol of community
co-gperation and creativity ™

kwould Carly Yes it waulkd

Three days afler stealing @ rare coilection of coins, a thief
in Gemarty tosk them to the bank and delivered them
into the hands of the man he had robbed. A bank worker
recognised them as the set worth about 50,000 euros

| ($AB5 D00 that had been stolen from his house
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