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Summary of key findings  
July 2021  
The Scanlon Foundation Research Institute and Monash University 
researchers would like to thank the 817 Australians who took part 
in the Voices of Australia study. The survey was run by the Social 
Research Centre in the first half of 2021. 

GENDER 

54% female 45% male 

More females responded to the survey than males and a small portion (1%) identified as non-binary or gender fluid. A 
mix of age groups were represented. First generation Australians (born overseas in selected countries) and second 
generation Australians (with at least one parent born overseas) were represented but more participants were 
Australian-born with no parent born overseas (‘Other’ below). 

Following are selected results from the Voices of Australia survey. Percentages are shown below where responses 
were 2% or higher. Results shaded in grey reflect a response of ‘Not sure’, ‘Prefer not to say’ or ‘Neither’. 

AGE 

18-34 35-54 55 + 

25% 35% 40% 

GENERATION 
1st generation  

  30% 

2nd generation  

9% 

Other  

61% 

Many of the questions included in the Voices of Australia survey have been asked before. To compare 
the above results with another of our important national surveys, you can view the full report for the 
latest Mapping Social Cohesion Survey at www.scanloninstitute.org.au.  

To what extent do you agree 
or disagree that…? 

Strongly agree Agree Strongly disagree Disagree 

Multiculturalism has been good for Australia 

Accepting immigrants from many different countries makes Australia 
stronger 

In the modern world, maintaining the Australian way of life and 
culture is important 

In Australia today, the gap between those with high incomes and 
those with low incomes is too large 

Australia is a land of economic opportunity where in the long run, hard 
work brings a better life 

People living on low incomes in Australia receive enough financial 
support from the government 
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Very unhappy - 3% 

Very happy - 11% 

Happy - 66% 

Unhappy - 19% 

Over the last year, have you been…? 

Very pessimistic - 3% 

Very optimistic - 15% 
Optimistic - 62% 

Pessimistic - 19% 

In general, are you optimistic or 
pessimistic about Australia’s future? 

A little worse - 14% 

Much improved - 7% 

A little improved - 41% 

Same as now - 36% 

In 3 or 4 years, do you think that your 
life in Australia will be…? 

Much worse - 2% 
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